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Few   months  before   his   death, he  addressed Ananda   at:
Beluva, near Vaishali :

"On Ananda, be ye lamps unto yourselves. Rely on your-
selves, and do not rely on external help.... Those who shall be-
lamps unto themselves, not relying upon any external help, but
holding fast to the truth as their lamp, shall reach the very
topmost height. But they must be anxious to learn" (Maha-
parinirvana Sutranta).

On his death-bed in the Sdla grove of the Mallas at:
KuSinsra, the Buddha again discouraged blind reliance on any
authority including his own. He asked his disciples whether
they accepted the truth, the Dharma, because, he had explained'
them, or because of their own realisation : **Is it not even that,
which ye have yourselves known, yourselves seen, yourselves
realised ?"

His last words were ;

**Decay is inherent in all component   things,  but  the  truth
will remain forever.   Work out your salvation  with  diligence.'*"
(Mahaparinivana Sutranta).

Silence on Metaphysics

The Buddha did have definite views about soul,   God  (exis-
tence or otherwise), the absolute  truth,  nirvana,  origin of the
universe, life after death and so  on.   But  he  rarely expressed
them.  Often he was reticent on such matters  and  even silent.
He  discouraged  speculation  on  such  matters on the ground,
that what really helps a spiritual aspirant is self-realisation and
not speculation.   Therefore, his statements  on metaphysics  as
reported by his chroniclers do not  constitute  an  integral  part
of his divine massage.   Yet his ambiguous stand   on metaphy--
sics led to more metaphysical speculations after his  death, till
the system of Indian philosophy  received  a   satisfactory  and
coherent treatment, more than a thousand years later,  by the
great scholar-saint Shankaracbaryya. This topic shall  be dealt -
at length in the next chapter.